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The odours sweet of Paradise won first to usward blown
What time this caravan of ours drew near Damascus town. l

The life of Ishaq Chelebi was dissolute and vicious; even
in this age of misogyny he was notorious for the extreme
contempt and repugnance with which he regarded the female
sex, and for his excessive addiction to those unnatural amours
to which the culema as a class appear to have been especially
prone. It is true that he is said to have repented of his evil
ways on reaching the age of forty (that period of life which
the old Turkish writers call the bulugh-i haqiqi, 'the true
age of discretion),' when he obtained the degree of the
Court of the Eight, and to have made a vow (which vow
he faithfully kept to the end) to forego thenceforth and for
ever all illicit pleasures.

There is a story told of how Sultan Seli'm, when on his
campaign against the Memluks of Egypt, expressed a desire
to have some learned men sent after him who might entertain
him with their conversation. The authorities therefore des-
patched Ishaq Chelebi along with the cadis Nihali Chelebi
and Bezmf. On being presented to kiss the Sultan's hand,
they made their appearance in their travelling dress, and
wearing their swords and other arms. This breach of etiquette
so incensed the grim monarch that he ordered the delinquents
to be put to death forthwith, an order which was however
speedily cancelled. Ignorant of the peril they had incurred,
Ishaq, indignant that Nihalf had been allowed to take prece-
dence of him in kissing the imperial hand, abused his colleague
in a ribald couplet, to which the latter at once returned a
suitable reply; and when Selfm summoned them before him
the next day and asked which among them was the most